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Week Ending Friday, March 26, 1993

Remarks at the Downtown Child
Development Center in Atlanta, GA
March 19, 1993

Well, first of all, I would like to thank
Cheryl and all the people at this wonderful
center for giving me a few minutes’ break
out of my normal schedule. The Mayor and
I talked about business on the way in from
the airport, and then I got to help put a puz-
zle together and play a drum and do some
things that are more fun than what I do most
days. [Laughter]

Let me begin by saying that last night the
House of Representatives cast an historic set
of votes. Among those in the leadership was
your Congressman, John Lewis, who is here
with me now, a longtime friend of mine. The
House voted to do something that our coun-
try, as far as I can tell from my reading of
history, has never done before at the same
time. They voted to make a drastic cut in
the Federal deficit and at the same time to
invest some new money in the children of
the country, through preschool programs and
nutrition programs and education programs,
and in new jobs for the American people.
And I wanted to come here to Atlanta today
to talk about it and to try to help to keep
the American people informed of what the
House has done and what the Senate must
now do and what we still have to do to pass
this budget. I wanted to come here to this
child care center because the children who
are here, the children of working parents,
desperately need the kinds of opportunities
that are provided here and that we’re trying
to provide there.

Just on the way in something happened
that we couldn’t have organized, Cheryl, nei-
ther you nor I, if we tried to do this. A man
was standing outside this center with a child
in his arms saying, ‘‘If I could afford to get
my child in a good center like this, then I
could take a job even at minimum wages and

support my child.’’ It was very touching. He
just happened to be in the crowd outside.

So I guess what I’d like to do is just to
ask all of you to tell me what I, as President,
can do to help to continue to support these
kinds of projects, maybe get Federal Agen-
cies in other cities to do the same thing
you’ve done, perhaps work on enhancing the
child care incentives in the Federal program.
But I’d like to know what you think I can
do to help to deal with this problem. Because
as I go around the country, next to the cost
of health care and the fear of losing health
insurance, the availability and quality and af-
fordability of child care are the things that
working parents most often mention to me,
after health care. So I just wanted to come
here and listen for a while.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. at the
center. In his remarks, he referred to Cheryl
Smith, director of the center, and Maynard Jack-
son, Mayor of Atlanta. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters in Atlanta
March 19, 1993

Potential Supreme Court Nominee
Q. Mr. President, excuse the interruption,

sir, but could you give us some feel for what
you’ll be looking for in a replacement for Jus-
tice White?

The President. I already said that in
Washington. I used to teach constitutional
law, and I think that there are few decisions
the President makes which are more weighty,
more significant, or can have a greater impact
on more Americans than an appointment to
the Supreme Court. And I’m going to try to
pick a person that has a fine mind, good judg-
ment, wide experience in the law and in the
problems of real people, and someone with
a big heart.
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NOTE: The exchange began at 1:10 p.m. at the
Downtown Child Development Center. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Remarks to the Business Community
in Atlanta
March 19, 1993

Thank you very much. Virgil, I’m glad I
let you introduce me. [Laughter] I’m de-
lighted to be here with so many distinguished
Georgians, the people here on the platform
with me today, including Virgil Williams, who
really did do a good job. And there are some
days I wish I were called Governor again.
[Laughter]

People ask me all the time, is it different
being President? And the truth is, it is, in
ways that are wonderful and ways that aren’t
so good. But I had an encounter the other
day which describes, better than any words
I could say, what’s right and what’s wrong
with it. I was up in the White House in the
Residence part, and I had to go back down
to the first floor to a big meeting. And my
wife had been having a meeting there that
I didn’t know anything about. It wasn’t pub-
lic, you know. [Laughter] And anyway, so I
got down to the first floor, and these throngs
of people were there. And I just walked right
out of the elevator into them, which was nice.
They were people I didn’t know, and I
stopped, shook hands with them all, and
talked to them. And this young man I was
with, who had come to work at the White
House during a previous administration, was
just aghast. He said, ‘‘Oh, Mr. President, I’m
so sorry that I got you in the middle of all
these people.’’ And I said, ‘‘That’s okay, I
used to be one.’’ [Laughter]

I want to thank John Portman and Sam
Williams and Peg Canter and Doug Miller
for hosting me and welcoming me here to
the Atlanta Apparel Mart. I want to say a
special word of thanks to these distinguished
business leaders who are up here on the plat-
form; thank my good friend Governor Mil-
ler—I’m glad to see Governor and Mrs. Mil-
ler here—for meeting me outside; and for
Mayor Jackson, who rode in with me and
asked me to do more for Atlanta. [Laughter]
You know, I don’t know what I’d ever do

if I came to Atlanta without a suit coat be-
cause I always have the Maynard Jackson me-
morial list. [Laughter] And I actually got
gigged today in the office before I left the
White House; they said, now be sure and re-
member to leave Maynard’s list on the desk
tonight when you get back so we can go to
work on it. [Laughter]

I flew down here with a number of mem-
bers of your congressional delegation who
had a great, great night last night. I thank
them for their presence here. And I’m glad
to see many others in the audience, Andy
Young and Max Cleland and others who are
here. I thank you all for being here.

It was just a few days ago that I cele-
brated—and I did celebrate; I wrote Zell a
note about it—the first anniversary of the
Georgia Democratic primary, when all the
experts were saying that if I didn’t receive
40 percent of the vote here, I would have
to pack up my tent and go home. And thanks
to you, some of you, anyway, who voted in
the primary, I got—[laughter]—57 percent,
and I didn’t have to pack up my tent and
go home.

This is the first opportunity I’ve had to
come back to Georgia since your State gave
your electoral votes to the Clinton-Gore tick-
et in November. I want to tell you how very
grateful I am for that and how much I enjoy
working with your Representatives and how
dedicated I think the people in Washington
are now to break the gridlock that has
gripped our country for too long. Not only
did the folks in the House delegation who
flew down with me today cast some historic
votes last night, but there were also some
attempts to derail our program in the United
States Senate last night. And they too fell
short, even though they were very carefully
developed to be as attractive as possible. And
I thank Senator Nunn for his help in main-
taining the integrity of the program yesterday
in the Senate, too.

When the House of Representatives acted
last night to pass the budget resolution and
to pass the emergency jobs program, they did
something that our country, as nearly as I
can tell from my study of our history, has
never before done. They actually voted at the
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